
During the winter and the Holidays, the Selah Police Department would like to share a few tips to help prepare your 
vehicles and yourself for the inclement weather. We would also like to share a few safety tips to use while you are out 
shopping and on the roads traveling to help keep your property and you safe.  

 

Winter Driving Tips: 

Being Prepared: 

• Never start your car and leave it unattended, this is the number one reason for vehicle theft during the winter 
season.  

• Maintain Your Car - Check the battery and tire tread, keep your windows clear, put no-freeze fluid in the washer 
reservoir, check your antifreeze and replace windshield wiper blades if needed. Make sure your vehicle is visible 
to other drivers, remove snow and ice from all lights, windows and license plates. Checking lights to make sure 
they are properly working and do not need to be replaced. Keep your fuel tank full, this will also prevent your 
fuel line from freezing.  

• Have an emergency kit – flashlight, jumper cables, abrasive material (salt, sand or kitty litter) shovel, snow brush 
and ice scrapper, warning devices (like flares), tow rope and blankets. For a long trip, add food, water, 
medication/first aid kit, blanket and cell phone.  

• Stopped or stalled vehicle – Stay with your car, don’t over exert, put bright markers on antenna or windows and 
shine dome light, and if you can run your car, clear exhaust pipe and run it just enough to stay warm. 

• Plan your route – Allow plenty of time (check the weather and leave early if necessary). Be familiar with maps 
directions, and let others know your route and arrival time. 

• Practice cold weather driving! – During daylight, rehearse maneuvers slowly on the ice or snow in an empty lot – 
Steer into a skid- Know what your brakes will do: stomp on antilock brakes, pump non-antilock brakes- Stopping 
distance are longer on ice. Don’t idle for a long tie with the windows up or an enclosed space.  

 

Protect Yourself and Children: 

• Buckle up and use child safety seats properly. 
• Never place a rear-facing infant seat in front of an air bag. 
• Children 12 under are much safer I the back seat.  
• Sit back 10 inches from an air bag.  

 

Prevent Crashes: 

• Never drive impaired – Use a designated driver 
• Slow down and increase distance between cars (Driving too fast for road conditions is the number one cause of 

traffic crashes during bad weather).  
• Keep your eyes open for pedestrians walking in the road. 
• Avoid fatigue – Get plenty of rest before a trip, stop at least every three hours, and rotate drivers if possible.  
• Use extra caution on bridges and highways ramps. Bridges and overpasses can freeze faster than roadways, and 

highway ramps may be treated or plowed less than the lanes.  
• Avoid cruise control. 
• Don’t get overconfident in your all-wheel or four-wheel drive vehicle’s traction your vehicle may be able to drive 

in the snow, but it doesn’t help you stop any quicker.  



 

Winter Home Safety Tips: 

• Ask a neighbor to watch your home when you are gone for long periods, shovel snow, park in your driveway 
from time to time and turn on your house lights at night.  

• Have your mail and newspaper delivery stopped during the time you are gone.  
• Ask your local police station to add your house on the vacant house list so patrol will check on it regularly.  
• Even if you are just out for the event, turn the lights on, the radio or TV so it looks like someone’s is home.  
• Be extra cautious about locking doors and windows when you leave. 
• Don’t display gifts where they can be seen from outside.  

When you are out shopping: 

• Stay alert and be aware of what’s going on around you. Avoid being distracted by talking on your phone while 
walking to your car.  

• Park in a well-lighted space and be sure to lock the care, close windows, and hide any shopping bags and gifts in 
the trunk. Do not leave items out in view in your vehicle, cd’s, mail, briefcase, Ect.  

• Avoid caring large amounts of cash, pay with a check or debit/credit card whenever possible. This is to help 
deter pickpockets and purse-snatchers. 

•  Don’t overburden yourself with packages.  
•  Be extra careful with your purse and wallet. Carry a purse close to your body, not a dangling strap. Put a wallet 

in an inside coast or front pant pocket.  
• Shopping with children, teach them to go to a store clerk or security guard if you get separated.  

 

 

 


