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Section 1: Introduction 
 
The Transit Development Plan 2024 - 2029 provides updated information and forecasts to the Washington 
State Department of Transportation on Selah Transit’s current components and accomplishments as well as 
proposed action strategies for 2024 - 2029.  
 
This document is also used to notify the public about projects, which have been completed, are in process, or 
are planned for the future. Following a public hearing, the Selah City Council will approve this plan before this 
document goes into effect. 

Section 2: History 
 
Selah was officially incorporated on April 3, 1919. Selah has a strong major form of government. Selah's base 
economic activity primarily consists of fruit warehousing/processing facilities due to the proximity of fruit 
orchards in the nearby Wenas Valley and access to regional railroad and roadway systems for shipment to 
markets.  
 
Selah's Transit services are funded by a voter-approved 0.3% sales tax in 2007. In 2009 the City of Selah began 
public transit service through a contract with Yakima Transit providing fixed routes and Paratransit services. In 
May 2018 the City of Selah ended its contract with Yakima Transit and contracted with Medstar 
Transportation to provide both fixed route and paratransit services.  
 

Section 3: Location 
 
Selah covers 4.37 square miles (2796.5 acres), with a population of 8,309. It is located in Yakima County, which 
spans 4,296.1 square miles – the second-largest land area and seventh-largest population area in Washington 
State, with a population of 260,778. 
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Section 4: Organization 
 
Selah Transit is a municipal transit system as authorized in RCW 35.58.2795. 
 
The Selah City Council governs Selah Transit. 
 
Selah Transit is a municipal transit system as authorized in RCW 35.58.2795 and is located in Yakima County. 
The City of Selah does not have any transit-specific employees dedicated to Selah's Transit operations. Selah's 
transit-related staff consists of administrative personnel that support the City as a whole, including positions 
from City Hall and Public Works. The Selah Public Works Director oversees Transit contracts and services for 
both fixed route and paratransit ADA services with Medstar Transportation.  
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As of  6/3/2024, Selah Transit’s contractor employed: 
 
1 full-time employee in the operations division 

 
5 full-time equivalents in the Dial-A-Ride Paratransit division 

 
.5 full time equivalent in the maintenance division 

 
.5 full time equivalent in the administration division 

 
  .5 full-time equivalent employed by The City of Selah transit division 
 
7.5 Total Transit employees 

 

Section 5:  Physical Plant 

The contractor’s facility is located at 1904 Fruitvale Blvd., Yakima, WA 98902. Their contracted services 
provider Medstar Transportation owns the building. 
 

 
 

Section 6: Service Characteristics 
 
Selah Transit operates 2 fixed-route buses. The Selah Route operates within the City of Selah Monday through 
Friday from 6:45 a.m. to 5:50 p.m. and Saturday from 10:30 a.m. to 5:07 p.m. The Selah/Yakima Route 
operates Monday through Friday from 6:30 a.m. to 6:33 p.m. and Saturdays from 10:30 a.m. to 4:31 p.m. Each 
route has a midday break in the schedule. There are no fixed route services on Sundays or federal holidays.  
 
Dial-A-Ride Paratransit service operates the same service hours as the fixed-route service.  
 
For further details on our local fixed route services or Dial A Ride rules and applications, please visit us at 
https://selahwa.gov or www.gomedstar.com or see the back section of the Yakima Transit Bus book.   
 
The vehicles are owned and operated by Medstar Transportation and include a combination of ADA accessible 

https://selahwa.gov/
https://selahwa.gov/
https://selahwa.gov/
http://www.gomedstar.com/
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passenger cutaway chassis vehicles and Grand Caravan minivans. Because all vehicles used in the provision of 
transit services are purchased and owned by the contractor and not the City of Selah, there is no listing for 
capital expenditures for buses in this plan. When vehicles are listed as additions to or replacements of vehicles 
used for transit purposes, it is for fleet description only and no Capital funds are used at this time but could be 
considered in the future. 

Selah Transit Fare Structure per Boarding (effective June 1, 2024) 
Fixed Route Day Pass - Selah Residents…………………..………………………………………………....…………………….…$1.00 
Fixed Route Monthly Pass - Selah Residents 19 and older………………………………………………………………….$15.00 
Fixed Route Day Pass - Non-Selah Residents…………………..…………………………………………………....………….….$1.00 
Fixed Route Monthly Pass - Non-Selah Residents 19 and older………………………………………………………. ...$30.00 
Fixed Route Monthly Youth Rate for 18 years old and younger…….……………………………………………..………..Free 
Dial A Ride Boarding…………………………………………………………….………...………………………...…………………………$2.00 
Dial A Ride Ticket Books………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………….…$20.00 
Youth 18 years old and younger……………………………………………………………………………………………...………………Free 

Section 7: Service Connections

Selah Transit connects with Yakima Transit routes 3 and 4 at 40th Ave and N 16th Ave. It also connects with 
route 7 at 40th Ave and Route 8 at N 16th Ave. Selah Transit connects with Union Gap Transit at the Sears 
passenger shelter on Valley Mall Blvd and Main St as well as connections with Pahto Public M-F at 10:45 a.m., 
2:30 p.m. and again at 5:10 p.m. These connector routes meet up with the Ellensburg Commuter, CWA 
Airporter Shuttle for trips to Seattle, and the Community Connector for trips throughout Yakima County as 
well as connections to Ben Franklin Transit. 

Selah Transit offers Dial A Ride services within the City of Selah and to and from the city limits of Yakima and 
Union Gap. 

Section 8: Service Development & Improvements 

● The contractor will continue to work closely with the City of Selah to promote Selah Transit,
emphasizing increasing fixed-route ridership. Use surveys to improve routes.

● The contractor will work with the City of Selah to promote local businesses.
● Use innovative software to streamline operations and efficiencies.
● Mobility management.
● Micro Transit to transport residents to fixed-route connections.

Section 9: Selah Transit Development Plan & WSDOT - Operating & Investment 
Guidelines:  
Preservation: Continue to meet all the requirements of the ADA as it applies to fixed-route and paratransit 
services. Maintain or increase levels of service, and try to add more alternative fuel or hybrid vehicles. 
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Safety: The continued modernization of the vehicle fleets including fleet software will improve system safety 
by enlisting the latest safety-related technology, securement, and maintenance systems. The installation of 
new bus shelters will also improve system safety by providing a waiting area that is both well-lit and away from 
traffic.  

Mobility: All Selah Transit vehicles are ADA-accessible vehicles equipped with Q’Straint securement systems. 
This allows total accessibility for those who can access the fixed route systems as well as for those residents 
who use paratransit services. 

Environment: By the year 2029, we hope to have converted all transit vehicles to hybrid or alternative fuel 
technology to enhance a healthy community, promote energy conservation and protect our environment. 

Stewardship: It is the intent of Selah Transit, to work towards greater efficiency and to improve the quality of 
our on-demand transportation services with efficient routes and studies for future investment in micro-transit 
services for local and outlying businesses. This could include an on-demand rider App that allows riders to 
easily view the ETA of each vehicle in real-time. 

Section 10: Plan Assumptions 

Population – According to the 2023 census report, the Selah Transit service area population is 8,080. 

1. Sales Tax:  We are expecting Sales Tax to increase at a rate of 1.5% through 2029.
2. Inflation Factor:  Medstar Transportations wage and salary costs will increase by 6.00% per year 

throughout the plan due to Washington State Minimum Law potential changes. All other costs will 
increase at an estimated 2.50% per year throughout the plan.

3. Fixed Route Bus Service: In 2024 Selah Transit will provide approximately 5,597 hours of revenue 
service. Ridership will be consistent through 2029.
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Figure 1: Monthly Ridership  
 
Depicts the month ridership totals since the implementation of services by Medstar Transportation 
through 2023. 
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Figure 2: Selah Transit Route Daily Average by Month 
  
The graph depicts boarding/exits per day by an average by day through 2023.  
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Figure 4: Dial-A-Ride ADA Paratransit Service   
 
Selah Transit will provide 5231 revenue hours of service in 2023, and forecast it will increase at a rate of  
1% each year through 2029.  

 

 
 
Dial A Ride Total Boardings January 2023 through December 2023. 
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 Section 11: Operating Data 2023 Actual - 2024 – 2029 Estimated 
 
 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 
Revenue vehicle 
miles 97,924 98,903 99,892 100,891 101,900 102,919 103,948 
Total vehicle miles 110,026 111,127 112,238 113,360 114,494 115,639 116,795 
Revenue vehicle 
hours 5,597 5,653 5,710 5,767 5,825 5,883 5,942 
Total vehicle hours 5,819 5,819 5,819 5,819 5,819 5,819 5,819 
Passenger trips 4,663 4,710 4,757 4,804 4,853 4,901 4,950 
Fatalities 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Reportable injuries 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Collisions 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Gasoline fuel 
Consumed (gal) 15,522 15,677 15,834 15,992 16,152 16,313 16,477 
Dial-A-Ride 
Service        
Revenue vehicle 
miles 50,374 50,877 51,386 51,900 52,419 52,943 53,473 
Total vehicle miles 56,599 57,165 57,737 58,314 58,898 59,487 60,081 
Revenue vehicle 
hours 4,223 4,223 4,223 4,223 4,223 4,223 4,223 
Total vehicle hours 4,745 4,745 4,745 4,745 4,745 4,745 4,745 
Passenger trips 2,724 2,751 2,779 2,807 2,835 2,863 2,892 
Fatalities 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Reportable injuries 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Collisions 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Gasoline fuel 
Consumed (gal) 1,712 1,729 1,746 1,764 1,781 1,799 1,817 
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Section 12: Selah Transit - Operating Revenues and Expenditures 2023-2029 
(All figures in whole dollars) 
 
 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 
Beginning Balance 639,432 673,769 709,951 748,075 788,247 830,576 875,178 

Revenues        

Sales Tax 686,658 696,958 707,412 718,023 728,794 739,726 750,822 
Federal Operating 
Grants        

WSDOT Grants 3,523       

Other 21,858 22,295 22,741 23,196 23,660 24,133 24,616 

Total Available 1,351,471 1,393,023 1,440,104 1,489,295 1,540,701 1,594,434 1,650,615 
Operating 
Expenses        
Contracted Fixed 
Route 257,157 261,014 264,930 268,904 272,937 277,031 281,187 
Contracted 
Paratransit ADA 57,952 58,821 59,704 60,599 61,508 62,431 63,367 
Contracted 
Commuter YAK-ELL 16,000 16,240 16,484 16,731 16,982 17,237 17,495 

Administration 132,095 135,397 138,782 142,252 145,808 149,453 153,190 

Total Expenses 463,204 471,473 479,899 488,485 497,235 506,152 515,239 

Net Cash Available 888,267 921,550 960,205 1,000,809 1,043,465 1,088,283 1,135,376 

Capital Revenue        

Sales Tax Revenue        
WSDOT Grant - 
Capital        

Other        
Total Capital 
Revenue        
Capital 
Expenditures        

Minor Equipment        

Facilities 11,000 11,000 11,000 11,000 11,000 11,000 11,000 
Shelters/Benches/Si
gns        

Transfer Out OP 314,192       
Total Capital 
Expenditures 325,192 11,000 11,000 11,000 11,000 11,000 11,000 
Ending Cash 
Balance 12/31 563,075 910,550 949,205 989,809 1,032,465 1,077,283 1,124,376 
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 Section 13: List of Equipment 
 

Year Make Model VIN # Seats Lift/Ramp Vehicle # 

2001 Ford E-350 1FDWE35L41HB26683 8 YES 111 
2017 Ford E-350 1FDEE3FS6HDC15500 12 YES 112 
1993 Ford E-350 1FDKE30G2PHB98810 12 YES 113 
2006 Ford E-350 1FDWE35L16DA47499 11 YES 115 
2017 Dodge Grand Caravan 2C4RDGBG5HR860010 3 YES 77 

2017 Ford E-350 1FDEE3FS0HDC01219 8 Yes 117 
 

       

 Section 13: Route Maps, Schedules, and Rules 
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     Selah - Yakima Route 
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