
The City of Selah’s 
Comprehensive Plan Housing 

Element & House Bill 1220/RCW 
36.70A.070(2)

How does the City of Selah measure up and/or what work has to be done to 
accomplish these requirements.



WHAT DOES HOUSE BILL 1220 REQUIRE IN A 
NUT SHELL

 Projected housing needs for all economic segments of the population 
(moderate, low, very low and extremely low income). 
 Projections will be provided at the county level and must be incorporated into 

local planning efforts. 
 This includes projected need for emergency housing, emergency shelters and 

permanent supportive housing.

 Provisions for moderate density housing options within an Urban Growth 
Area (UGA), including but not limited to duplexes, triplexes and 
townhomes.

 Adequate housing for existing and projected needs for all economic 
segments of the community.  This includes sufficient land capacity for all 
projected housing, and assessment of zoning and development regulations 
to allow, encourage and incentivize housing to meet the projected housing 
needs in each income group.

 Racially disparate impacts, displacement and exclusion in housing policies 
and regulations, and recommended policies to address any identified 
impacts.



DEEPER DIVE INTO HB 1220/RCW 36.70A.070
 A housing element ensuring the vitality and character of established 

residential neighborhoods that:
 Includes an inventory and analysis of existing and projected housing needs that 

identifies the number of housing units necessary to manage projected growth, as 
provided by the department of commerce, including:
 (i) Units for moderate, low, very low, and extremely low-income households; and

 (ii) Emergency housing, emergency shelters, and permanent supportive housing;

 (b) Includes a statement of goals, policies, objectives, and mandatory provisions 
for the preservation, improvement, and development of housing, including 
single-family residences, and within an urban growth area boundary, moderate 
density housing options including, but not limited to, duplexes, triplexes, and 
townhomes;

 (c) Identifies sufficient capacity of land for housing including, but not limited to, 
government-assisted housing, housing for moderate, low, very low, and 
extremely low-income households, manufactured housing, multifamily housing, 
group homes, foster care facilities, emergency housing, emergency shelters, 
permanent supportive housing, and within an urban growth area boundary, 
consideration of duplexes, triplexes, and townhomes;



DEEPER DIVE INTO HB 1220/RCW 36.70A.070
 A housing element ensuring the vitality and character of established 

residential neighborhoods that:
 (d) Makes adequate provisions for existing and projected needs of all economic 

segments of the community, including:
 (i) Incorporating consideration for low, very low, extremely low, and moderate-income 

households;

 (ii) Documenting programs and actions needed to achieve housing availability 
including gaps in local funding, barriers such as development regulations, and other 
limitations;

 (iii) Consideration of housing locations in relation to employment location; and

 (iv) Consideration of the role of accessory dwelling units in meeting housing needs;

 (e) Identifies local policies and regulations that result in racially disparate 
impacts, displacement, and exclusion in housing, including:
 (i) Zoning that may have a discriminatory effect;

 (ii) Disinvestment; and

 (iii) Infrastructure availability;



DEEPER DIVE INTO HB 1220/RCW 36.70A.070
 A housing element ensuring the vitality and character of established 

residential neighborhoods that:
 (f) Identifies and implements policies and regulations to address and begin to 

undo racially disparate impacts, displacement, and exclusion in housing caused 
by local policies, plans, and actions;

 (g) Identifies areas that may be at higher risk of displacement from market forces 
that occur with changes to zoning development regulations and capital 
investments; and

 (h) Establishes antidisplacement policies, with consideration given to the 
preservation of historical and cultural communities as well as investments in low, 
very low, extremely low, and moderate-income housing; equitable development 
initiatives; inclusionary zoning; community planning requirements; tenant 
protections; land disposition policies; and consideration of land that may be 
used for affordable housing.

 In counties and cities subject to the review and evaluation requirements of 
RCW 36.70A.215, any revision to the housing element shall include consideration 
of prior review and evaluation reports and any reasonable measures identified. 
The housing element should link jurisdictional goals with overall county goals to 
ensure that the housing element goals are met.

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.70A.215


DEEPER DIVE INTO HB 1220/RCW 36.70A.070
 The adoption of ordinances, development regulations and amendments to 

such regulations, and other nonproject actions taken by a city that is 
required or chooses to plan under RCW 36.70A.040 that increase housing 
capacity, increase housing affordability, and mitigate displacement as 
required.

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.70A.040


A BRIEF LOOK AT THE CITY OF SELAH’S 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN HOUSING ELEMENT

 Does the City of Selah have 
a Housing Element?  – YES 
we do.

 Does the Housing Element 
contain a housing 
stock/inventory?  – YES it 
does.

 Does the Housing Element 
housing stock/inventory 
contain relevant data and/ 
or provide projected 
housing needs for all 
economic segments of the 
population? – No it does 
not.  



A BRIEF LOOK AT THE CITY OF SELAH’S 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN HOUSING ELEMENT

 Does the Housing Element contain provisions for emergency housing, 
emergency shelters and permanent supportive housing? – Not really.

 The plan does contains one sentence that addresses special housing 
needs, and a couple of paragraphs addressing the Yakima County Housing 
Authority and Section 8 housing.

 Does the Housing Element provide guidance for provisions for moderate 
density housing options which include duplexes, triplexes, townhouses, and 
other housing options? – Not really.  

 The plan speaks briefly to Selah allowing manufactured housing, indicates 
that the allowance of accessory housing would help the city address 
growing housing prices, and indicates that cluster development may be 
another option that the city could consider allowing.  



A BRIEF LOOK AT THE CITY OF SELAH’S 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN HOUSING ELEMENT

 1. Does the Housing Element contain a land use capacity analysis showing that 
the city has sufficient zoned properties to support the current and future 
development needs for the various housing types and income groups?  – No it 
does not.  

 The Housing Element states that the city has a demand for 731 dwelling units by 
2037 with approximately 269 acres of property required to support those 
dwelling units of unknown type and income group.  However, as to whether 
there is sufficiently zoned property to support  this development, the plan simply 
states that sufficient zoned property exists.

 The Housing Element does contain some information regarding affordable 
housing programs, and incentivized housing strategies to meet the projected 
housing need, however much of the information is grossly out of date.

 Does the Housing Element contain an assessment for racially disparate impacts, 
displacement and exclusion in housing policies. – No it does not.  

 Does the City have adopted development regulations that address all of these 
requirements? – No we do not.  



A BRIEF LOOK AT THE CITY OF SELAH’S 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN HOUSING ELEMENT
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