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Hello Selah Community!   

 

February has come and gone and here are some highlights from the City of Selah. 

 

First, I want to address an item that really occurred late last year.  For those that do not know, we have a 

really old and outdated waste water treatment plant that requires replacement in the not too distant future.  

With that in mind, last years’ council passed an increase in sewer rates to head off a potential financial 

crisis as we move forward with a plan to replace the sewage treatment plant.  You have probably noticed 

the increase on your utility bill.  While no one likes to see these types of increases, we still have relatively 

low rates when compared to other cities around Yakima County. 

 

In way of explanation for increasing rates, we had to consider the following:  The projected overall cost 

for a new facility will be about 45 to 55 million dollars.  We are working hard to secure grants and low 

interest loans to help pay for this.  However, in most cases we must have matching dollars to secure these 

grants and loans.  In addition, we must have the funds to repay any loans incurred.  As an example of the 

age of our plant, we just had a failure of the influent screen that caused an emergency declaration to 

replace it at a cost of about $200,000.00.  We are also getting close to our plant capacity. 

 

Secondly, the project to replace the very deteriorated sidewalk and handicap ramp in front of City Hall has 

been completed.  It now provides safe access for everyone and adds a professional appearance for visitors 

and citizens. 

 

Third, we had four of the members of our Legislative Committee attend the City Action Days Event in 

Olympia.  We were able to have meetings with Senator King, Representative Corry and Representative 

Mosbrucker.  Our presentations included an explanation of Selah’s funding priorities and requests.  These 

were in order of priority: 1.  Replacement of waste water treatment plant; 2.  Naches Avenue extension to 

exit 29 on I-82 (nick named “Fruity Pebbles”); 3.  Renovations to the Civic Center and 4.  Local Control 

Over Housing.  In addition, we experienced some valuable municipal training classes.  

 

The fourth significant item is a program that I have started in partnership with the Selah School District.  

In January I recognized four young ladies from Selah High School that placed in the top 10 nationally 

with their FFA “Horsing Around” competition.  The four horsewomen team included Natalee Barnett, 

Myranda Bellotti, Gabrielle Felix and Isabella Hovorka.  In February I recognized Leah Richards, a Selah 

Middle School student, for three years of creating significant health and safety programs for fellow 

students.  The District nominates students and I recognize them at a City Council Meeting with a 



 

certificate and a “Selah Community Pride” coin.  This will be an ongoing program each month as a way of 

recognizing students for extraordinary achievement in a wide variety of disciplines.  It will also expand in 

the future to include other members of the community. 

Next, the City has had one of our wells that supplies water for us experience a series of failures and we 

have now authorized $375,000 in emergency repairs so that we can meet our peak demand usage this 

summer. 

 

Lastly, through the efforts of our Public Works Department, the City has been approved for a $130,000.00 

grant from the Department of Ecology to assist with the implementation and management of our 

Municipal Stormwater program. 

 

Here’s a preview of what is to come over the next 2-3 months: 

• The City Council Workshop is at the Selah School District office March 4th  in the evening and all 

day on the 5th.  This year we will facilitate a process for developing better decision-making skills 

for the Council and Staff. This will be led by Chris Wickenhagen and a team from the Yakima 

Valley Council of Governments.  The public is welcome.    

• Our Legislative Committee will be sending Public Works Director, Rocky Wallace, and myself to 

Washington, DC to meet with our federal legislators and Departments to lobby for the needs of 

Selah and regional projects.  We will be traveling as a part of a Yakima County group and the 

majority of the costs are being funded by non-city sources. 

• Look for construction to begin on a sidewalk for East Home Ave to provide a safe student 

walkway between North First and Wenas Road.  This is a half million-dollar project with the City 

paying a 10% match and that being shared by the Selah School District.  This has come with a 

deadline to complete construction in 2024.  This is a one-time opportunity for us to take 

advantage of a $416,115 grant. 

 

That’s all for this month folks! 

 

Roger Bell, Selah Mayor 

 


