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City of Selah 
Council Minutes 

 
November 23, 2004 

 
 
Regular Meeting 
Selah Council Chambers 
115 West Naches Avenue 
Selah, WA  98942 
 
A. Call to Order  Mayor Jones called the meeting to order at 4:00pm. 
 
B. Roll Call 
 

Members Present: Jerry Kobes, Keith Larson, Pete McNew, Allen Schmid, Herb Schmidt, 
Scott Smeback  

 
Members Excused: Brian Harris 
 
Staff Present: Bob Noe, City Attorney; Rick Gutierrez, Police Chief; Jerry Davis, Fire 

Chief; Joe Henne, Public Works Director; Jeff Hagler, Parks & Recreation 
Director; Dennis Davison, Community Planner; Dale Novobielski, 
Clerk/Treasurer  

 
C. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Councilman Kobes led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Lowell Welker led the group in prayer.  Roll was 
called. 
 
D. Agenda Changes 
 
E. Public Appearances 
 
F. Getting To Know Our Businesses 
 
G. Communications 
 

1. Oral 
 
Jeff Thomas, 804 West 5th Avenue, addressed the Council.  Mayor Jones asked if he wished to speak 
about the Library, noting that is an item on the Agenda and the Council would deal with it later.  Mr. 
Thomas asked if he could ask a question and then asked if the lawsuit against the Regional Library is 
still pending.  The Mayor responded, "No."   Mr. Thomas commended the Mayor and Council.  
Applause followed.  Mayor Jones moved on to Written Correspondence. 
 

2. Written 
 

a. Memo from Selah Library Board 
b. Letter from Sue Graf Regarding Library 
c. Letter from Michael Martin Regarding Library 
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H. Proclamations/Announcements 
 
I. Consent Agenda 
 

All items listed with an asterisk (*) were considered as part of the Consent Agenda. 
 

* 1. Approval of Minutes:  November 9, 2004 
* 2. Approval of Claims & Payroll:  Claims check nos. 44202 - 44282 for a total of  
  $366,298.74, and Payroll check nos. 54901 – 54971 for a total of $97,407.95. 

 
Councilman Kobes moved and Councilman Larson seconded to add M-2, Resolution Authorizing the 
Mayor To Cancel a Mutual Aid Agreement with the State of Washington Department of Wildlife, to the 
Consent Agenda.  By voice vote, the motion carried. 
 
Mayor Jones read the Consent Agenda. 
 
Councilman Kobes moved and Councilman Larson seconded to approve the Consent Agenda as amended.  
By voice vote, the motion passed unanimously.   
 
J. Public Hearings 
 

 
K. New Business 

 
1. Selah Community Comprehensive Parks & Recreation Plan 

 
Parks & Recreation Director Jeff Hagler called the Council Members' attention to the proposal for a 
comprehensive parks plan, noting the old plan was completed in 1995, making Selah ineligible for any 
state grants for Parks & Rec projects.  He stated since that time the new Parks & Rec Service Area has 
been formed and it and the City have a partnership to do this plan.  He stated the proposal is to put 
together a comprehensive parks plan and consultants will survey community members, hold public 
meetings, and take steps that will put Selah in compliance to receive grants. 
 
City Supervisor Frank Sweet asked if half of the cost for this will come back should the unincorporated 
areas go to the voters to fund a project. 
 
Councilman Schmid asked if there is a way to shorten the timeline to finish in May rather than June.  
Mr. Hagler said it is possible. 
 
Councilman Kobes asked if they could update the Council more often than every six months. 
 
Jeff Hagler responded he can update the Council whenever he has pertinent information.  The City 
Supervisor suggested Mr. Hagler give monthly updates during the process. 
 
Mayor Jones said he feels this plan is essential.  500+ kids turned out for soccer this year reinforcing the 
need to renovate parks and plan for additional soccer fields. 
 
Councilman Kobes stated it is important to have this in place so that kids can participate in parks & rec 
activities particularly with heightened concerns with obesity in children. 
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Councilman Kobes moved and Councilman Schmid seconded to approve the Selah Community Parks & 
Recreation Plan.  Roll was called.  Councilman Smeback – yes; Councilman Schmid – yes; Councilman 
Schmidt – yes; Councilman McNew – yes; Councilman Larson – yes; Councilman Kobes – yes.  Motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
L. Old Business 
 
M. Resolutions 
 

* 1. Resolution to Surplus Miscellaneous Fire Department Equipment 
 

* 2. Resolution Authorizing the Mayor To Cancel a Mutual Aid Agreement with the State of  
Washington Department of Wildlife 

 
* 3. Resolution Increasing the Amount Authorized for Cash Revolving Funds 

 
N. Ordinances 
 

* 1. Ordinance Amending the 2004 Budget for Law Enforcement Overtime 
 

2. Ordinance Initiating the Process Which Will Result in a Special Election To Determine 
Whether the City of Selah Shall Be Annexed into Rural Library District #1 of Yakima 
County, by Declaring the Required Intent To Join the Library District and by Finding that 
such Annexation Is in the Public Interest 

 
City Supervisor Sweet noted there are wording changes recommended by YVRL moving the proposed 
election to March 8, 2005. 
 
City Attorney Bob Noe stated the YVRL amendments are shown in red on the copies he provided. 
 
Councilman Schmidt moved and Councilman Smeback seconded to approve the Ordinance Initiating the 
Process Which Will Result in a Special Election To Determine Whether the City of Selah Shall Be 
Annexed into Rural Library District #1 of Yakima County, by Declaring the Required Intent To Join the 
Library District and by Finding that such Annexation Is in the Public Interest.  Roll was called.  
Councilman Smeback – yes; Councilman Schmid – yes; Councilman Schmidt – yes; Councilman 
McNew – yes; Councilman Larson – yes; Councilman Kobes – yes.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
O. Communications 
 

1. Oral 
 
P. Reports/Announcements 
 

1. Mayor 
2. Council Members 
3. Boards 
4. Departmental 

 
Q. Executive Session 
 

1. Executive Session on Potential Litigation and Personnel during Study Session at 3:00pm 
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R. Adjournment 
 
Council Member Kobes moved and Council Member Larson seconded that the meeting be adjourned.  
By voice vote, the motion passed unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 4:31pm. 
 
 

____________________________________  
       Robert L. Jones, Mayor  
 
____________________________________ ____________________________________  
Gerald Kobes, Council Member   Keith Larson, Council Member 
 
____________________________________ ____________________________________  
Peter McNew, Council Member    Brian Harris, Council Member  
 
____________________________________ ____________________________________ 
Herb Schmidt, Council Member   Scott Smeback, Council Member 
 
____________________________________ 
Allen Schmid, Council Member 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
Dale E. Novobielski, Clerk/Treasurer 
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