Study Session

Selah City Council
Selah Council Chambers
June 27, 2006

Mayor Jones praised the good working relationship the City has had with the school
district for many years. He noted the City and school district have developed policy for
the use of facilities for both city recreation and school activities.

City Supervisor Frank Sweet noted the Selah Teen Center/Skateboard Park has only
been possible because the school has graciously allowed the use of facilities, and Selah
CAN has supported the effort, making possible an Americorps advisor for the Teen
Center. He noted the location of the Selah Teen Center/Skateboard Park is not terribly
good because they are out of sight and lack adult supervision. He stated the Police
Department has an interest in providing officers to watch over the facility and training,
but the location is still a problem. He noted Dr. Parsons, Donna Garner, Jeff Hagler and
he have looked at other possible locations, and City Attorney Darin Spang and he went
up to Teen Center the other day and saw obvious needs.

Selah School Superintendent Dr. Larry Parsons introduced trustees Ann Washut and
Jim Sebree. He stated he is reluctant to focus on money because we need to look at
what's best for kids. He stated we're missing teachable moments with kids. He
suggested the school district could make a portable unit available at another site, noting
the skatepark has always been a temporary site.

Ann Washut stated the skatepark location is isolated.

Superintendent Parsons stated it was a choice of the one location he and Jeff Hagler
could find

Mayor Jones noted that when the skateboard club approached him initially, he
explained to the kids and their adult sponsor that there would be no graffiti, no bad
language, and that they would comport themselves as young ladies and gentlemen. He
said now they need a Marine drill instructor to keep them in line.

Donna Garner talked about the history of Selah C.A.N., and how they recognized the
Teen Center was needed by kids who did not have adult support. She stated some kids
grow up and go to jail, and in the long run it's much more costly to let them go there
than it is to intervene while they are young. She said in last two years use of the Teen
Center has gone to 60 kids a day. She noted kids in sports have adult coaches and
parents in the stands, but these kids do not have parents to watch them because
parents work. She stated this meeting isn’t a forum to look at problems. She said some
kids just love to irritate adults, but it's good to remember some adults break rules too.
She reminded the group that the kids who made the commitment to have a skatepark
are the ones who made it happen.
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Mayor Jones stated his agreement that there are two elements of children, but noted all
kids need to learn that there are consequences for their actions. He said his folks both
worked, but they knew they were responsible for their kids until they were 18. He
suggested fining the parents.

Donna Garner we have an opportunity to teach these kids.

Council Member Allen Schmid stated we're looking at two different issues - the Teen
Center and the Skateboard Park. He noted the majority of the problems with both are
created by the skateboarders. He said he is the father of a skateboarder, and as such
does not oppose the sport; however, he and the Mayor were down there one day when
a mother and two girls pulled up. The place had not been picked up, so the Mayor
suggested they do their part in gathering trash. He stated the mother grabbed a sack
and started to help, but the kids just kept on doing what they were doing. He stated he
has gone out there at times to just sit and watch. He stated his observation that the kids
who were in here promoting the skatepark are not as nice as you think they are. He
noted Sarah has been dealing with the Teen Center and is doing a good job. He
concluded by saying he didn’t know how you control the situation, other than having an
adult there to mete out consequences.

Mayor Jones stated there should be no problem with Teen Center if the last 15 minutes
everybody would dive in to help pick up. He stated we spend $2.2 million on jail
benefits and medical care for prisoners.

Councilwoman Denise Nichols suggested relocating the skatepark. She stated the key
to a successful Teen Center is supervision and asked if there is any way the school
district could help. She suggested “hooking” kids with a recreational opportunity and
then using a tutorial as qualifier.

Mayor Jones said the problem is that kids have no supervision at home, so they create
a public problem. He reiterated that we should put the burden on the parents, force
them to do the job as parents.

Donna Garner noted Councilman Schmid’s child had good parents, supportive parents.
Ann Washut asked what would happen if you moved the Skateboard Park.

Donna Garner responded it's good for them to be together, but not at the present
location.

Dr. Parsons stated you need a big room where you can see what's going on, noting that
is a terrible place for a Teen Center. He recommended getting out of that building.

Donna Garner asked whether the Parks Department cleans up after people in the park?
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Mayor Jones said we have a person in the park who keeps up with dumping the
garbage regularly, mowing, etc.

Donna Garner suggested there are consequences when they are caught; they got a
housekeeper

Councilman Schmid stated there's no way Selah C.A.N. should have to hire a
housekeeper.

Donna Garner asked if the City Council cleans up this room after they meet here.
Mayor Jones insisted you have to make the kids clean up.
Mrs. Garner reaponded, “Do we have children who are naughty?”

Mayor Jones stated they can take care of their area. He stated he picks up one bag of
garbage every day at the Junior High.

School Board Member Ann Washut reminded the group that it cannot solve all the
world's problems here.

Mayor Jones stated his belief that every class should have one period every week
where they go out and clean up the school grounds, because everybody has to know
that we share responsibility.

City Supervisor Sweet stated his perception that everyone in the group believes that
there should be a Teen Center and a Skateboard Park. He suggested putting together
a smaller group to gather some alternatives and report back to the larger group.

Councilman Allen Schmid asked how many came to Teen Center before the
Skateboard Park was built.

Sarah Holm stated there is a lot of overlap between the Teen Center and the skatepark,
because most kids participate in both. She noted that one reason kids may not gather
trash is that there are big holes in the garbage cans, making it more difficult to control
trash.

Councilman Paul Overby stated to have a Teen Center and Skatepark means money.
He said he doesn't want to tell these kids “we don't want you.”

Frank Sweet noted there are two types of cleaning up or picking up. One is in response

to the flagrant, deliberate tossing of trash. He predicted this is not going to be a simple
task, because we haven't evolved the logistics of it to match the growth of the program.
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Dr. Parsons said we need to remind ourselves that this has always been a temporary
site for the skatepark. He assured the others he is not against skateboarders, rather he
opposes vandalism, inappropriate language, and the concurrent behaviors.

Mayor Jones expressed his anger at the new graffiti at Lince. He promised the
perpetrators will pay. He said there are all kinds of signs at the Park, and when you find
a broken skateboard and a broken table, you can bet both were broken by a
skateboarder.

Donna Garner expressed her belief that kids will become good citizens if we take the
time and teach them and protect them until they are adults.

School Board Member Ann Washut noted she has the hardest time with the financial
limitations on program like this.

City Supervisor Frank Sweet said it's important for everyone to keep an open mind.
School Board Member Jim Sebree noted the conversation keeps hitting on the need for
more adult supervision. He said when he was young they had a great parks &
recreation program and they were kicked out if they did something wrong. He noted it's
hard to get people who are responsible.

Jeff Hagler stated we've come a long way. He noted supervision is important, and there
must be a better location.

Mayor Jones thanked Jeff for the great job he's done. He thanked School Board
members for listening to the City’s frustrations. He suggested meeting like this more
often.

Council Member Scott Smeback asked how many trash cans are needed by the Teen
Center.

Sarah Holm responded they need two. She further stated they’re meeting with kids
there today, picking up trash, recycling, and cleaning up.

Mayor Jones thanked all for coming.

Study Session June 27, 2006



